Thank you all for being here today. We are sending a strong message to Ottawa and to leaders around the world that we expect firm action on Climate Change.  I would just like to point out, that our voice here is a little bit smaller than it otherwise would be because forty of our best and loudest voices are at Power Shift making noise at a thousand person rally in Ottawa.  I want to congratulate and thank them for making that journey, but we will have to make up for them with our volume. 

The science of global warming is unequivocal.  If we continue along our current path, we are likely to see global warming of several degrees in the coming century.  Our inaction over the past few decades has already cost us dearly.  We are committed to at least another degree of global warming in the works, that is even if we stop burning fossil fuels today.  Already we have melted most of the artic ice cap and the rest will be gone within twenty years.  Already, the effects of climate change are exasperating drought and conditions worldwide, reducing food security and, according to a recent report by the World Health Organization, 150,000 lives are already being lost every year as a result of climate change.  This figure could triple in the coming decades unless we act immediately to get greenhouse gases down below 350 parts per million, unless our leaders make ambitions commitments this December in Copenhagen to take climate change seriously.

Unfortunately Canada’s record on Climate Change has been among the most abysmal on the planet.  Since signing on to the Kyoto Protocol in 1998, our greenhouse has emissions have climbed ever higher.  Instead of cutting emission 6% below 1990 levels, as we promised in the Kyoto treaty Canada’s emissions are now 25% 1990 levels.  On a per capita basis Canada has become among the worst polluters in the world, behind only Australia and the United States

This record of inaction unfortunately crosses party lines.  Both Liberal and Conservative Governments have presided over ever escalating levels of fossil fuel burning. During the combined reign of PMs Chretien and Martin our emissions climbed 20 per cent.  Only during the last couple of years of the Liberal period was there any indication that greenhouse gas emissions were moderating. Those tentative gains have since been erased by Stephen Harper’s Conservative government.  We are now running record levels of greenhouse gas emissions, and our government has no real plan to get them under control.  In fact, Stephen Harper has given up talking about actually cutting emissions, instead, he believes we can get by with what he calls “intensity based cuts” in emissions.  Intensity based cuts are not cuts at all, this is simply Harper-speak for the idea that oil companies can continue to pollute as much as they like, so long as we don’t impede their economic growth. What our environment needs are real, substantial cuts in greenhouse gases to get us below 350 parts per million.

There are a couple of things we have learned after a decade of floundering climate change policy in Canada.  I strongly urge our government to learn these lessons before it is too late. 

Firstly, voluntary measures do not work.  Voluntary programs may be easier politically, but in the end, unless government puts its weight behind getting emissions under control, we are not going anywhere.  Harper talks about ‘aspirational targets’, but again this is a cop-out.  Harper can aspire to be a world famous piano all he likes, but when it comes to the safety of our planet we need something more substantial wishes and dreams. We need a hard and shrinking cap on major industrial polluters and we need powerful, but socially just, economic incentives and taxes to get individuals to shift to greener forms of transportation and energy efficient homes.

The second lesson we have learned from the past decade is that so long as we allow the unrestrained expansion of Alberta’s Tar Sands, Canada will continue to be a block to a global agreement on climate change.  This one industrial development is responsible for more greenhouse gas emissions than some European countries.  Already they produce more greenhouse gas than Estonia by 2020, emissions from Canada’s very own Moldor will surpass those of Ireland, Austria and Belgium. Canadian commitment to the Tar Sands will increasingly to prevent action on Climate Change. 

As a result of Canada’s disruptive tactics at UN climate change talks, our country is becoming a The Canadian government is becoming a global embarrassment.  Earlier this month representatives from dozens of developing countries most likely to feel the brunt of climate change, walked out when the Canadian Delegation took the stage at UN talks in Bangkok.  We cannot afford to let our leaders embarrass us again in Copenhagen this December. We cannot wait for others to take action, when we are already so far behind.

Please take a moment to sign the petitions circulating asking for a 25% cut in Canada’s emissions by 2020, help for developing countries to meet their emission targets and a bold plan for Copenhagen.

Thank you.

