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New Logo and Website for Green Action Centre

As we have said in previous editions of the Living Green Newsletter, Resource
Conservation Manitoba is set to change its name later this year to Green Action
Centre. Our new name will better describe the exciting programs activities we engage
in while working towards a greener Manitoba for everyone.

We are excited to reveal our new logo and website that will be unveiled at a launch
party sometime this fall. If you want to be involved in volunteering to organize our fall
membership drive and launch events, please contact Kate Dykman our membership
coordinator at kate@resourceconservation.mb.ca. Help us renew our organization
after 25 years as RCM!

Public Outcry over Eco-Fees: Ontario Ombudsman Inve  stigates

Last April, a new system to pay for
recycling was adopted in Manitoba based
on the principles of Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR). EPR is the principle
that companies that sell disposable
products and packaging take responsibility
and pay their own clean-up costs. A
producer organization called MMSM was
created to coordinate and share
responsibility. Unfortunately, the bottle
producers decided they would rather slip
through the cracks.

Instead of taking responsibility for their own costs, bottlers in Manitoba have decided
to shift those costs onto consumers. April 1, they began charging a 2 cent levy on
beverage containers, collected at point of purchase against the spirit of the new EPR
program. The new fee replaced a recycling tax on bottles that was phased out the
same day. To consumers it looks like a new version of the old recycling tax on
containers, but with an important difference: the organization collecting the estimated
9 million dollars in annual fees is not accountable to the public or government.
Resource Conservation Manitoba has written to Manitoba Conservation to express its
views on the program. One fear is that the beverage container levy could be just the
beginning of a new series of consumer fees. If the bottle industry is allowed to
continue charging consumers, it could open the way for a new array of consumer
eco-fees charged to a wide range of products. This has already happened in Ontario.
There the public outcry has even caught the attention of the provincial ombudsman.
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Eco-fees charged as add-ons at the point of sale not only shift responsibility from the
producer to the consumer, they can be used to disguise price increases. Worse still,
they undermine support for environmental programs by giving the impression that they
are extras that result in additional costs. Until we consider environmental costs as
integral to the goods and services we consume, we are unlikely to transform our throw-
away society and build a lasting and green community.
http://www.livinggreenlivingwell.ca/ecoblog/public-outcry-over-eco-fees

Winnipeg to expand fogging program: Lack of Science and Public
Accountability in New Mosquito Control Plan

City Council approved a motion July 21 that could see radical changes in how mosquito
control is conducted in Winnipeg.

Reduced buffer zones sizes, increased | pmalathion Factsheet

frequency of adult mosquito fogging, Source: www.panna.org

and new batrriers to residents wishing Malathion, a pesticide in the organophosphate

to apply for buffer zones could be chemical family, is the most commonly used
approved in the near future. As yet insecticide in the U.S. Symptoms of exposure to
neither the Province nor the City has malathion include headache, nausea and vomiting,

sought public consultation on the issue. burning eyes, difficulty breathing, and lethargy.
The city is also asking the Province to | According to the U.S. Environmental Protection

fund expansion of the biological Agency, there is "suggestive evidence" that .
larviciding outside the city. Winnipeg malathion causes cancer. However, recent studies

had earlier planned to switch to 100% provide stronger evidence: a commercial malathion
bioloaical larviciding by 2007 insecticide caused breast cancer in laboratory
9 g by ' animals, and malathion use by farmers is

The Province of Manitoba has agreed | @ssociated with an increased incidence of a type of

in principle to all the changes put cancer, non-Hodgkin's lymphoma.

forward by the City. Pending an Malathion concentrations of several parts per billion

application from the City, the Province (ppb) harm fish: less than 1 ppb disrupted behavior,

plans to implement changes in the 4 ppb killed sensitive species, 10 ppb caused gill

City's pesticide permit “expeditiously” damage, and 20 ppb affected swimming ability.

Thi I that Winni ' In laboratory tests with birds, malathion disrupted
IS could mean thal Winnipeg normal thyroid hormone function and caused

residents would see smaller buffer genetic damage. Also, bird populations have
zones, reduced warning time before decreased after malathion spraying because their
fogging is applied and more frequent insect food is killed.

fogging as early as this year.
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The plan calls for sending out the fogging trucks whenever the mosquito count exceeds
25 on a city wide average. Last year, between July 13 and August 17, mosquito
populations were above 25 on 16 days, or 45% of the time. The new policy could
result in near constant fogging operations for much of the summer.

Resource Conservation Manitoba again calls for more research and greater
opportunity for public input before rushing ahead on a plan to increase fogging,
potentially at the expense of human health and the environment. We encourage
citizens to write the Province with their concerns. Several resources, including links to
the City of Winnipeg’s report and a copy of the letter from Conservation Minister Bill
Blaikie are available at: http://www.livinggreenlivingwell.ca/take_action/pesticides

Future for environmental assessments?

As Canadians brace for new cutbacks in
environmental assessments, BP brought
project proposals to a new low offering this
diagram as its plan for a construction project to
stem the flow of oil into the Mississippi Delta.

www.livinggreenlivingwell.ca/ecoblog/future-
for-environmental-assessments

The Federal budget implementation bill, C-9, received royal assent July 12. This bill
contained several provisions critics warned had little to do with the budget but that
were aimed at eliminating environmental assessments and limiting public consultation
on several classes of industrial or public works projects. Bloc Quebecois and NDP
MPs voted against the Conservatives on the bill, but enough Liberals stayed away
from votes in both the House of Commons and in the Senate to ensure its passage.

Resource Conservation Manitoba has been an active participant in the fight to save
environmental assessments in Canada. Now that the budget bill has passed into law,
environmentalists are turning their attention to the seven year review of the Canadian
Environmental Assessment Act. This mandated review of how Environmental
Assessments are conducted could provide an opportunity to reverse some of the cuts
to the program introduced by the Conservatives over the past two years. On the other
hand, the review may allow the Conservatives to solidify their changes. Either way,
the debate over Canada’s environmental laws will continue to heat up this year.

http://www.livinggreenlivingwell.ca/take action/save-canadas-environmental-laws
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Urban Sprawl and Heat Islands

Last month, our letter in the Winnipeg Free Press
asked: "will Winnipeg be home to the hundred mile
diet or the hundred mile commute?" The letter was
in response to a report that the new Our

Winnipeg plan envisions converting several chunks
of agricultural land within the city to new suburban
development. New suburbs opening up in every
direction point to a lack perspective and vision on
the part of our city government.

I\!e_vv eYidence sugges_ts this lack of Letter of the day: Hundred -mile commute
vision in the face of climate change (Winnipeg Free Press, June 25)
may be deadly by increasing our

susceptibility to heat waves, Will Winnipeg be the home of the hundred-mile diet

or the hundred-mile commute? The recently

A study by researchers at Georgia revealed development plan to turn farmland into
Tech found that sprawling cities are suburbs is sh(_)r_t3|ghted and_unsu_stalnable. Winnipeg
much more likely to suffer from intense | 2lréady has difficulty maintaining its roadways and
heat waves than less sprawling cities providing regular transit to all its communities. Our

B t absorbs th ) downtown is a victim of generations of city planning
ecause pavement absorbs (he sun's that have privileged suburban sprawl over cohesive

energy faster than green vegetation, neighbourhoods. A growing footprint will not provide
climate researchers have long the density Winnipeg needs to build a city for the 21%
recognized a heat island effect. We century.

now know this effect is stronger in more

. - Meanwhile, the loss of farmland will reduce our
sprawling cities.

ability to grow food for ourselves. In the face of
global political and environmental risks, local

very hot davs increased by 14.8 davs in farmland is a critical asset to be preserved. Unless
y y y 14 y Our Winnipeg recognizes this reality, its claim to

more spravyling c?tie; like Atlanta or promote a sustainable Winnipeg will ring
Grand Rapids, Michigan, compared to | gangerously hollow.

5.6 days in more compact cities like
Boston or Baltimore.

Between 1956 and 2005, the number of

- Josh Brandon, Winnipeg
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Backyard Composting Workshop s
Learn all the basics of Composting!
Thursday July 22, 7:00-8:00pm

The community garden at 547 Furby St

Vermicomposting workshop
Learn all the basics of indoor
composting with worms!
Thursday July 29, 7:00-8:30pm
303 Portage Ave, 3rd floor

Backyard Composting Workshop
Wednesday August 11, 4:00-5:30
689 Maryland St (Greenhouse site)

Backyard Composting Workshop
Thursday September 9th, 7:00-8:00pm
St. James Library, 1910 Portage Ave.

Backyard Composting Workshop
Pembina Trail Library,

Thursday September 23rd, 7:00-8:00pm
2724 Pembina Highway

Backyard Composting Workshop
West Kildonan Library,

Saturday October 2, 2:00-3:00pm

365 Jefferson Avenue
www.resourceconservation.mb.ca/cap/

In the US, heat waves are the most deadly
form of natural disaster. 35,000 people died
during the heat waves that swept across
Europe in 2003. Last summer, over 200
deaths were attributed to heat waves in British
Columbia. As global warming intensifies, we
can expect heat storms in places like
Winnipeg to become potentially deadly events.
Planning for the future must mean adapting to
climate change.

We need to seriously consider what the
effects of new development will be for the
livability of our cities. Parking lots and strip
malls have long been a blight on urban
culture. In 1961, city planning pioneer, Jane
Jacobs, argued that urban sprawl was
leading to the death of American cities.
Today her warning is becoming all too literal.

For an alternative vision, check out
Resource Conservation Manitoba's
contribution to the Provincial Land Use
Policy Review (tinyurl.com/rcm-plup ).
There, we argued that any new development
must pass a test to see if the plan is
sustainable in the context of both global
climate change and peak oil. In this context,
Our Winnipeg fails to meet important
sustainability criteria.

More stories from the Ecoblog at: www.livinggreenlivingwell.ca/ecoblog
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Clean Air Day

Thousands of children from 62 schools walked, biked,
and used other modes of active, sustainable transportation
on June 2nd for Clean Air Day. In Manitoba, the event was
in the hands of Sean Goertzen, the new event coordinator
for Resource Conservation Manitoba. Thanks to Clean Air
Day, thousands of children are energized about active
living, environmental awareness, and the tens of thousands
of kilograms of greenhouse gases were avoided.
Sean is now planning for record success at International Walk to School Month in
October. With your help, our active transportation programs will continue to get kids,
students, and adults out of their cars and on to their feet:

Sylvia Lake: Whiteshell carved up for Tim Horton's Development

This spring, the Province of Manitoba
announced the approval of a Tim Horton's
children's camp in Whiteshell Park on Sylvia
Lake. This approval occurred despite the
fact that there is still no plan in place for
where and how much development
Manitobans want in this important piece of
natural heritage in Southeastern Manitoba.

We have heard a lot about planning in Manitoba recently. Plan Winnipeg is being
replaced by Our Winnipeg. Our Conservation Districts are embarking of Integrated
Watershed Plans. Our elected officials have even sought fit to secure a sustainable
plan for the Winnipeg Blue Bombers. So why not a plan for the Whiteshell?

In order for development to be environmentally and socially sustainable, there needs
to be a plan to see how it all fits in place. Otherwise, a project that may seem
harmless or even beneficial at first glance may turn out to have negative impacts once
we consider how it fits it in with other projects already underway. We can lose sight of
alternative developments that may be even more beneficial. Or we may not be aware
of their cumulative impacts. But there still no long term plan for one of Manitobans
favourite and most biologically important parks.

This past spring, | had the chance to take part in a hike to Sylvia Lake organized by
the Wilderness Committee and CPAWS. | was inspired by the beauty of the isolated
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location. The Tim Horton's camp will bring new roads and other
forms development into the park, driving out wildlife and breaking
up the habitat. There are many opportunities to build the camp
outside the park. Locations just outside would offer advantages
of access to the Whiteshell, while not disturbing the integrity of
the land. We can only guess the reasons for proposing to build
within the park. We do not know the answers because there has
been no public input or participation.

It is time to create plans for all our parks in Manitoba before they
are eroded away one by one. Let your elected officials know that
you will not stand for your natural heritage being carved up for
private projects: http://www.livinggreenlivingwell.ca/sylvia-lake

Living Green, Living Well is a project of Resource Conservation Manitoba . If you
support the work we do, please join us! You may also consider making a donation.

Joining Resource Conservation Manitoba

Membership in RCM is free for individuals. You will receive updates on our activities and our Living
Green, Living Well Newsletter. Most importantly, you will be putting your voice together with
hundreds of other Manitobans speaking out for an environmentally sustainable, socially just future.

Send us a note with your name, address, telephone number, and e-mail address. Please indicate
your support of the principles of RCM: www.resourceconservation.mb.ca/about/mission.html

| have read and support the principles Please also consider donating to Resource

of Resource Conservation Manitoba Conservation Manitoba. We have been a non-profit,
and wish to join as a member. non-governmental, registered charity since 1989.
Name: | would like to support the work of Resource
' Conservation Manitoba with a gift of
Address: $500
$100
$50
$
Tele: All gifts over $10 will receive a tax receipt. Thank

you for your generous support!
303 Portage Avenue,

| also wish to receive e-mail updates:

E-mail 3"FIr, Winnipeg
MB R3B 2B4
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