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Seven Habits of
Ecologically Conscious

Manitobans
Practical Ways to Help Yourself,
Your Community and the

Environment
1. Travel car-light. 5. Shop smart.
2. Save energy and money. 6. Choose dean living.
3. Buy local. 7. Get together with others.
4. Be garbage-free.

And finally...pick One to start.
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Message from the President

Resource Conservation Manitoba gears up to become
Green Action Centre

Dear Friends and Members,
Resource Conservation Manitoba is about to change our name and mission to
strengthen our work for a healthier, more sustainable environment. At a special
meeting on March 24, members of RCM voted to formally adopt a new name: Green
Action Centre. This decision was the outcome of a two-year long process. We
solicited the advice of members, staff, and other stakeholders. Our new name is
shorter, and we will no longer be confused with the government department,
Manitoba Conservation. Most importantly, Green Action Centre better describes our
creative, lively programs.

Members also clarified our mission at Wednesday’s meeting: “To educate
Manitobans about ecological sustainability and to encourage practical green
solutions for all Manitobans.” This builds on our longstanding commitments, while
focusing on the educational aspect of our mandate.

Green Action Centre will continue to offer the highly-regarded services and policy
interventions that RCM has provided for over 25 years. We will maintain the same
principles, philosophy, programs and people that have been RCM’s strength. We
will continue to offer popular and effective programs that educate Manitobans and
encourage sustainable choices for resource use. With your support and input, we
will continue to develop and promote policies on the key environmental issues that
matter to Manitobans.

Our new name will officially be adopted once the legal formalities are complete. This
will happen sometime this spring or early summer. Until then, we will still be offering
charitable tax receipts for donations under our current name and maintaining
operations as Resource Conservation Manitoba. Meanwhile, we are busy behind
the scenes adapting our website, logo and project materials to reflect our new name.
If you would like to support this exciting new step for RCM, please consider making
a donation using the attached form or online at:
http://www.livinggreenlivingwell.ca/donate.

Together, we will continue working to make Manitoba a greener, better place for
everyone.

Thank you for your support,
Colin Crolly, President
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Waste Minimization in Winnipeg

- ¥ Every few years in this province, the debate on

El H garbage gets recycled. Resource Conservation
‘,&1 - \ Manitoba is now cautiously celebrating a success
) now that Winnipeg is moving towards a waste
1\"{‘ minimization strategy, something we have been
A . requesting for many years. An upcoming

= consultation on the new strategy could offer an

il opportunity for positive change - But only if you

1" L stay involved.

Recently, garbage is again in the headlines. New
garbage carts, recycling bins, changes in tipping
fees, maybe even a phase out of autobins. A
number of proposed changes turned up for debate
at City Council with little or no notice to the
councillors, much less with public consultation.
City staff, stretched to capacity, have little enough
resources to stay on top of the contracts as they
come up, so many of the changes in policy seem
responsive rather than directed by an overarching
plan. Now the City of Winnipeg is discussing the need for a waste minimization
strategy.

For many at RCM this is the third or fourth kick at this can. Twenty five years ago,
Recycling Council of Manitoba was founded to help encourage waste minimization
across the province. There was no official recycling system here and as the garbage
was piling up, Manitoba was falling behind the rest of the country. A few years later,
the group was renamed Resource Conservation Manitoba as it took on a broader
mandate. Besides recycling, RCM now focuses on environmental issues of concern
to Manitobans, including composting, building cycling and pedestrian friendly cities
and reducing our environmental impact in all our collective and individual action.
Waste reduction retains a central place in our philosophy and program.

In 2005, when RCM published "Regaining the Lead" Manitoba had fallen to 6th place
among provinces in terms of waste diversion. At the time we called on the province
to adopt a recycling, diversion and reduction strategy to allow the province to return
to its place as a pioneer in waste reduction. Since then, while other provinces have
redoubled their efforts, Manitoba has fallen further behind. Most recent Statistics
Canada data shows Manitoba in 9th place.
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For better or worse, what the City of Winnipeg does on waste reduction has a
predominant impact on the province as a whole. Winnipeg represents over 50% of
Manitoba's population and produces a proportionate share its trash. In Winnipeg,
less than 20% of waste gets recycled. Unlike other cities across Canada, there is no
curbside collection of compost, so thousands of tonnes of organic waste are going
into our landfills, making the Brady Road landfill among the province’s biggest
greenhouse gas emitters. We need a plan to do better.

Earlier this year, we renewed our call for a comprehensive plan on waste reduction.
On February 22, before the city council was to vote on a series of waste related
measures, we held a news conference asking the City to hold off on approving new
contracts until it had adopted a comprehensive plan. We asked the city to look at all
options for waste reduction, including curbside pickup for compost and also to
consider residual garbage pickup every two weeks. Our fear was that many of the
long term contacts being negotiated by the City would lock us in for several years
more of the status quo. Two days later, council voted 12-4 to approve a motion partly
based on our intervention:

"That Council direct the Public Service to develop a city-wide waste
reduction plan in consultation with the public. This plan should
consider all options for reducing waste including curbside organics
pickup as well as bi-weekly collection schedules for some materials
and include an early and orderly implementation schedule.”

On all sides there is now a recognition that we need to move towards a system that
includes curbside organics collection if we are to meet our waste reduction goals.
Recently, City staff announced that they would be proposing a consultation plan that
will be put forward to Council next month. The consultation
will last one year to eighteen months with a proposed
budget of around $350 000.

This could not have been achieved without your support,
calling into councillors and writing letters to the editor. We
will be asking your support in the coming months to help
ensure that council retains momentum on this issue. We
need to ensure that the outcome of this strategic planning "
process is more than a plan. We need a blueprint, with . ; -
firm timelines and targets, for minimizing waste in Winnipeg. OnIy then will we be on
our way to regaining the lead.
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Bisphenol A: Joint Environmental Report on New Effluent
Regulations

Last fall, Environment Canada proposed new
regulations to limit emissions of Bisphenol A
(BPA) from industrial effluent. BPA is among
dozens of chemicals being reviewed for their
toxicity. An Environment Canada assessment
found BPA to be especially toxic in aquatic
environments. Resource Conservation
Manitoba participated in the consultation and
helped produce the consolidated ENGO report
on the proposed regulations. This report is now
available. The consultation, organized by
Environment Canada to discuss the proposed
regulatory provisions to limit the concentration
of Bisphenol A released from industrial final effluent, took place on November 27,
2009 in Toronto. Read the ENGO report at: http://www.livinggreenlivingwell.ca/bpa-

engo-report.

Climate Commitments: What has Canada aligned to?

Last January, Canadian Environment Minister Jim Prentice announced that he had
revised Canada's greenhouse gas position in favour of a 17 per cent reduction by
2020 relative to 2005 levels. This reduction would be insufficient for preventing
catastrophic climate change according to the UN sponsored Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change, and it is a far cry from our commitments under the Kyoto
Protocol. It is now becoming clear that not only has Canada's Government
abandoned the weak goals of just yesteryear, but that this new target is really no
target at all.

Canada's official submission to the United Nations calls for a reduction of "17%, to
be aligned with the final economy-wide emissions target of the United States in
enacted legislation." Without context, this target sounds impressive enough. "We are
embarking on a very ambitious journey," Prentice told a Calgary audience after
announcing the target. After decades of inaction, many Canadians would be happy
to see any reduction in greenhouse gases at all.
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However, unraveling the full extent of the Canadian government's equivocation,
reveals the commitment may be even less than it appears. Many environmental
groups have been critical not only because of the shift from a 20 per cent reduction
promised in the Conservatives' 2007 "Turning the Corner" plan, but also because a
change in base year means that Canada would still be above 1990 emission levels
ten years from now. The chart below shows Canada's migrating commitments on
climate change. The new target is actually 34 megatonnes higher than commitments
made just two years earlier.
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The brown line is level Canada promised to achieve by 2012 according the Kyoto
Treaty. The Green line represents the reductions scientists say are needed to avoid
catastrophic climate change. The blue line was Stephen Harper’s promise of 2007,
and the yellow line are the reductions Canada would make if it follows through on
the widely reported 17 per cent commitment. Ever upwards.
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Closer examination of Canada's UN submission shows it is not really a commitment
to anything at all. Besides the changed target, we see that it is contingent on
whatever goals end up inscribed US legislation. Canada will match whatever targets
are adopted south of the border, depending on which legislation is eventually passed
through congress. As many as four competing bills are currently under debate, so it
is still unclear what those targets will be.

Some cynical spectators may imagine that our government is betting on
disagreement in congress as an excuse for further inaction. Harper may well hope
that climate change legislation is strangled inside the Beltway. This would allow him
to avoid acting. In any case, whichever bill is ultimately adopted, it will not be
possible to simply transpose it to this country. Canadian and US economies have
different structures and different greenhouse gas profiles.

By way of example, one third of all emissions in the US come from electricity
production. US reliance on coal power
continues to make its power among the
dirtiest on the planet. Any climate change
bill in the US will need to tackle coal
power as its first priority. In Canada,
industry, and in particular, oil and gas
production, is the biggest hurdle to
stopping climate change, and it is here
that we have the opportunities for the
greatest reductions.

Canadian needs to develop its own
climate despite our federal government's
desire to import policy solutions from
other countries. Canada cannot adopt
both the targets and legislation of the US
since many of the US policies are not
relevant in a Canadian context, and will
be unlikely to achieve comparable
results. The longer we wait before
recognizing the need for a Made in
Canada solution, the harder it will be to
reach our goals. The months are ticking,
Mr. Prentice. Time to act.

Resource Conservation Manitoba 7
303 Portage Avenue, 3" Flr, Winnipeg MB  R3B 2B4
(204) 925-3771 www.resourceconservation.mb.ca



LL

From the Ecoblog

The Living Green Ecoblog continues to provide timely opinion about important
environmental issues this summer. For more information about these and other
stories: http://www.livinggreenlivingwell.ca/ecoblog.

Protecting farmers from GE crops: Bill C-474: Canadian MPs will vote April 14 [sidiiss
on a private members bill that would for the first time force regulatory authorities s
to conduct economic impact assessments for the introduction of new genetically
engineered (GE) crops. Now is your chance to tell MPs to support this

important legislation. http://www.livinggreenlivingwell.ca/c474.

TAKE &CTIOMNS

SUSTAINARILITY

HOME
Sustainability at home: http://www.livinggreenlivingwell.ca/sustainabilty- i
toolkit3: A new toolkit to help households reduce their environmental footprint

Living Green, Living Well is a project of Resource Conservation Manitoba. If you
support the work we do, please join us! You may also consider making a donation.

Joining Resource Conservation Manitoba

Membership in RCM is free for individuals. You will receive updates on our activities and our Living
Green, Living Well Newsletter. Most importantly, you will be putting your voice together with
hundreds of other Manitobans speaking out for an environmentally sustainable, socially just future.

Send us a note with your name, address, telephone number, and e-mail address. Please indicate
your support of the principles of RCM: www.resourceconservation.mb.ca/about/mission.html

¢ | have read and support the principles Please also consider donating to Resource

of Resource Conservation Manitoba Conservation Manitoba. We have been a non-profit,
and wish to join as a member. non-governmental, registered charity since 1989.
Name: | would like to support the work of Resource
’ Conservation Manitoba with a gift of
Address: ¢ $500
¢ $100
¢ $50
cd__
Tele: All gifts over $10 will receive a tax receipt. Thank
¢ | also wish to receive e-mail updates: you for your generous support!
Resource 303 Portage Avenue,
E-mail Conservation 3" Flr, Winnipeg
Manitoba MB R3B 2B4
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