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Winnipeg, April 14, 2009- For Immediate Release

Environmental Groups Criticize National Energy Board Over Greenhouse Gas Projection 

The agency responsible for advising the Federal government on energy issues is offering no options for reducing Canada’s greenhouse gas emissions before 2030, according a coalition of Manitoba environmental organizations. The latest draft of the NEB report, Canada’s Energy Future: Reference Case and Scenarios to 2030, analyzes current energy usage and also projects three different scenarios for consumption over the next two decades.  The most optimistic possibility, which the NEB dubs the “Triple E Scenario,” would only stabilize greenhouse gases at current levels over the period.

The NEB is inviting comment on the report, holding a stakeholders meeting Calgary tomorrow. Presently, they are only revising the reference case, which analyzes current energy use. Resource Conservation Manitoba, along with Manitoba Wildlands, and Climate Change Connection are calling on the NEB to re-examine the future scenarios also.

“Its bizarre for the National Energy Board to produce a set of energy options for 2030 which are in contradiction, not only with our ecological and moral obligations to avert dangerous climate change, but also with the stated policy of the federal government,” said Josh Brandon, of Resource Conservation Manitoba. “I worry how serious Prime Minister Stephen Harper is about his goal to cut emissions 20 percent by 2020, when his Federal Agencies produce reports that say any reductions are implausible.”

Many environmental groups, echoing the recommendations of the international scientific consensus, believe that much steeper cuts are required. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change has proposed cutting greenhouse gases 25% below 1990 levels as realistic and necessary.  Actions can be taken immediately to reduce Canada’s emissions.

“Significant reductions in consumption and emissions could be attained by taxing carbon, increasing investment in renewable technology, and providing greater incentives for adopting sustainable technology,” said Dean Medeiros, with Climate Change Connection. “Green technology has potential to stimulate Canada's economy as countries and individuals worldwide strive to use resources more efficiently in response to the global economic crisis, dwindling resources, and commitments to reduce global warming.”
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Contact: Josh Brandon, Living Green, Living Well Coordinator, Resource Conservation Manitoba, (204) 925-3771.

Notes to editors: a copy of the NEB report is available at: www.neb-one.gc.ca/clf-nsi/rnrgynfmtn/nrgyrprt/nrgyftr/nrgyftr-eng.html#s3  

The Resource Conservation Manitoba submission to the NEB, entitled “Triple E or Triple O” is available at: www.livinggreenlivingwell.ca/NEB-Report.  

